We have had such a delightfully warm and dry
summer and |, like many of the voices | have
heard are wondering what the Fall and Winter
seasons will have in store for us in Western
Washington. As | think about the summer and all
that it brought, | wonder where indeed has the
summer gone? | like many of you, am asking
this question as autumn is upon us and it seems
that summer only just began yesterday!

Autumn is, above all else, a time of change. It is
also a time of new beginnings. In addition to the
changing weather, the hours of daylight shorten,
curtailing or eliminating our evening outdoor activi-
ties. It is not as dramatic for us here in the Pacific
Northwest, yet we still experience the changes
in nature from our un-watered brownish lawns
turning plush green again with the fall rains, to the
changing leaves giving us glimpses of the brilliant
colors of autumn. Our lifestyles often change as
well, autumn means back to the routine, back to
work, back to school, and some of us will travel
south to warmer, dryer climates this fall.

As fall begins, our calling is the same as it has
been all summer; to hear God’s voice, be closer to
God and to follow God on God’s mission to bless
and heal our world. | believe the first act of love
is to listen to another. Inviting and listening then is
a call into hospitality, the radical hospitality that
Jesus lived out in practice and taught. We are
God’s called people here in this mission field of
Mountlake Terrace, called to listen to each other
and to our world. Called to hear their deepest
thoughts, needs and desires and then to speak
out and act out the proclamation of the living word
of God made Flesh in Jesus the Christ. Right
Here! Right Now! The often messy and disturbing
word of God made flesh in Jesus the Christ calls
us to listen, to hear and to see. Jesus calls us to
be and do love abundantly, and we act because of
the abundant love and grace we have been given
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Greetings in Christ!

by God through Jesus the Christ

Let us ponder the hospitality of grace where all
are welcome and the gifts of the other who come
into our lives is both wanted and needed, as they
come to us because we are incomplete without
them. They might even bring God to us in new
and interesting ways if we can keep our hearts,
eyes and ears open.

| would like to invite us as a congregation and us
individually to practice God’s hospitality and grace
filled welcome to all. For the months ahead as we
move toward the holiday season | would like to
encourage you to invite your neighbors into your
home, not just you already know and have as
friends but especially those whom you don’t know.
Consider standing on your front porch or steps or
on in your front yard and wonder who might come
and then welcome them in. Remember what it is
like when you feel like an outsider and let that help
you to invite. Maybe even invite those into your
home who attend church whom you don’t know at
all.

Here's to great gatherings in your home in the
coming months as the mission field of our congre-
gation is established in our very own neighbor-
hoods.

Whatever you do, have fun with it! And...pray
for Christ's guidance and blessing as you invite
others into your household of faith. If God worked
through such households of faith in the time of
Paul to increase the body of Christ, then surely
God will be at work through such gatherings today
in your home.

May you continue to seek, find and receive God’s
hope, love and grace this autumn in surprising
ways and in unexpected gatherings in your
homes! See you in church!
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Fall Work Party .. Really Falll

Summer is coming to an end! It is time to prepare
Bethesda for Fall and it's going to be fun! The need for
younger agile members to scale ladders and clean roofs
and gutters is really needed! And for us older folk:
bring your kids, your grandkids, nephews and nieces,
etc. We have easier tasks for both of you to do as well!

The committee set the date of Saturday, September 7th.
The committee will be on site at 8:00AM for a brief
meeting. Come when you can - and contribute as you
can - through-out any part of the day. Coffee and
pastries will be on early, and a hearty lunch by the
hospitality committee is always provided.

To see what things we have available for you to do, the
"Work List" is posted on the wall near the Fellowship
Hall with many items to be done. Some of the tasks are
a little bit longer and can be worked on an on-going
basis with a long completion schedule. Many tools

will be brought for volunteer use. But if you have a
particular project in mind, feel free to bring whatever
is needed to work with it.

See you there,
Larry and Facilities and Grounds Committee

Fall Festival Celebration & Potluck Formerly known as Rally Sunday

September 8§

As the summer comes to a close, and we begin coming
back from our times away and special times with family
and friends, it is now that we come back into the fall
routines and patterns of life; and our life together here
at this place we call Bethesda Lutheran Church. For
me this feels like a time to celebrate, so let’s gather and
celebrate as we journey into the often colder, darker

months of the year. Let us celebrate the wonders of the
beauty and bounty of the harvest, and the changing
season of fall and all that the harvest of the summer
brings. Maybeonthis‘ Fal |
might share with one another in some way the bounty
of the summer months and our harvest.

From the Council President

Revitalization, New beginning, Experiments, Outside
the Box, Brain Storming. We are exposed to terms like
these daily.

This is how I started my last newsletter article. I
would like to expand on those thoughts and write about
a word that has been on my mind lately. The word is
“change” and we are all about change right now.

This word can bring about a lot of different feelings
such as; fear, discomfort, rejection, anger or “Change,
Lutheran don’t change” but yet we are about change.
The city is changing around us, our membership is
changing, our families are changing, yesterday we were
just getting starting, and today we are empty nesters.
Change can be good and we are all about change. We
can make a deference by working together as a family.

What a fun and wild simmer we are having so far. This
wild time started out with a congregational meeting in
May and the election of new council members. We had
a great turn out at the Smokey Point rest stop and also
a lot of fun at Tour de Terrace and gave out 500 hot
dogs and hugs. You have to get a hug before getting hot
dog. Family movie night has moved out doors, weather
permitting.

A bad attitude is like a flat tire you can’t go anywhere
until you change it.

We all are one in mission; we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all.
A single great commission compels us from above
to plan and work together that all may know God's love.

Rere Clsor

Festival,w€el ebr



September 2013

Are you looking for a job?
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COMING TO BETHESDA LUTHERAN CHURCH BEGINNING IN SEPTEMBER:
ROADMAP TO A RICHER, FULLER, LIFE

Need a more satisfying occupation?

Retired, and ready to try something NEW?

THIS IS THE PLACE TO BEGIN! Jaye Lill will be
offering the first of a four-part series of classes to assist
you in identifying your skills and developing the tools
you will need to fulfill your passion. This course will
empower you to make yourself valuable and sought-
after in a field that uses YOUR knowledge and YOUR
personal talents to help you live and work to your ut-
most satisfaction!

The entire course of Roadmap to a Richer, Fuller Life
will be presented in four sections, each part consisting
of three sessions. You may sign up for the sections indi-
vidually or take the entire 12-part course. There will
be NO COST required, though a freewill offering can
be made to help cover expenses such as paper and
printing. Any funds collected beyond those neces-
sary to cover the expenses will be donated to the
Bethesda Community Services Committee.

In September, the three sessions, titled Find Your
Future, will help you uncover your passion and
purpose, and focus on opportunities that would be most
fulfilling to you and the benefits you can contribute to a
better life.

Sessions in October will help you Build Your Future;
in November, Fund Your Future; and in January,
Live Your Future.

All sessions will be held on Saturdays, dates to be
determined, at Bethesda Lutheran Church. Want more
information? Contact Jaye Lill, Sue Rasmussen, Jean
Leavens or Pastor Malcolm at Bethesda.

THIS COURSE IN OPEN TO ANYONE IN THE COM-
MUNITY; YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE A MEMBER
OF BETHESDA TO TAKE PART. ALL ARE ALWAYS
WELCOME!

Monday Nights at Bethesda

Bethesda Community Dinner continues to grow and bless us!!

You are Invited - ALL are Welcome -1 f you have notaldngtensorhobatdlbomeane al i n

see what God is doing through us and those who cook and serve - Come and see the blessings which God has
bestowed upon us and the many gifts which are given to us each and every week by our guests.

Bring your friends and neighbors. Come and enjoy a meal in fellowship with each other as community of God’s beloved,
every Monday evening at 5:30 in the Fellowship Hall. Come

Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers,
for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.

I also offer up again this Benedictine saying that is still said regarding hospitality.
“Treat everyone that comes into our midst as if they were Jesus Christ.”

| invite you to wonder how you might get involved as we could use your help in food preparation, set up,
serving and cleanup on Monday and on Sunday evenings for food pick up and sorting,
and your prayers

For more information please contact Machelle Hoffman at 425-791-1464 or
Joy Halladay at 425-776-4833.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Worship 10:15an Labor Day Girl Scouts Mt | k. Te| Life Group Mt | k. T e| Facilities Mtg8am
Comm. Dinner pré (office closed) | 6:30pm lunch- Noon 6:00pm lunch- Noon
3:00pm Choir Rehearsal | Girl Scouts
7:00pm 6:30pm
AFAnon Mtg.
7:00pm
Roadmap Sessior
9:00arL:00pm
Hospitality Comm
Mtg. 10:00am
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Bible Study 9:004 Care & Concern Mt I k. Te| Girl Scouts Mt | k. Te| Roadmap Sessior
Worship ~10:15¢ Ministry lunch- Noon 6:30pm lunch- Noon 9:00ar1:00pm
10:00 am Choir Rehearsal
Sueds Bi 7:00pm
2:00pm AFANnon Mtg.
Community Dinne 7:00pm
5:30pm
Comm. Dinner pre
3:00pm
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Worship 10:15an] Community Dinne| Girl Scouts Mt | k. Te| Life Group Mt | k. T e| Roadmap Sessior
Comm. Dinner pre 5:30pm 6:30pm lunch- Noon 6:00pm lunch- Noon 9:00ar1:00pm
3:00pm Council Meeting Choir Rehearsal | Girl Scouts \
7:00pm 7:00pm 6:30pm 0] S oOme
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE | AtAnon Mtg. Enchanted
7:00pm H
P Eveni
Lunch &
Fashion Show
Noon
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Worship 10:15am Sue és Bi | P.I.LP.Club Mt | k. Te| Girl Scouts Mt k. Te|Mendés Felll ow
2:00pm 5:00pm lunch- Noon 6:30pm lunch- Noon 8:00am

Comm. Dinner pre
3:00pm

iyt

Community Dinne
5:30pm

Choir Rehearsal
7:00pm

AFAnon Mtg.
7:00pm

Family Movie Nigh
5:00pm

29

Worship 10:15an

Comm. Dinner pre
3:00pm

30

Community Dinne
5:30pm

2013

—
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\ ' . alcolm Brown
September%'% 'i'i%é'%'i‘i Birthdays 2067552627
Office Administrator
4 - Jeannie Larson (Krahn) 19 - Flash E. Scaff, Jr. :;?2%;2;;35
Treasurer:
7 - Dan Engelstad 20 - Sue Hauman Sue Rasmussen

22 - Margaret Berghuis 425-357-6272

11 - Linnea Boehm Choir Director
Judy Rasmussen
27 - Machelle Hoffman 425-357-6272
15 - Keith Storm ) . .
Doris Porter Musician:
18 - Kim Currier Vic Peters
_ o _ 206-789-1699
Tim Minnis 29 - Chris Gray Altar Care:
Joy DeGraff

425-778-5040
SAVE THOSE CANS!

We recycle aluminum cans and cat food cans. Please keep the cat food cans Council
separate from the aluminum cans. The money goes toward our youth/ President:

children’s fund. If we raise enough money, we may be able to send someone Ron Olson

to camp at Lutherwood next summer. You can bring the cans to church and 206-962-1591

leave them by my car or drop them by Vice President:
my home at 24217 — 54th Avenue West, Mountlake Terrace. I plan to take  Kari Gray

the cans to the recycle center after Labor Day. Thank you very much for 206-913-3490
your efforts. Secretary

Joy DeGraff
425-778-5040

o Jeanette Anstice
Joan Minnis — 425-778-0309 425-742-4216

Katherine Dedrick
425-672-9080

Machelle Hoffman
425-791-1464

Darlene Johnston
425-673-5168

Kathie Murphy-Huntington
425-905-5239

Cliff Pearson
425-275-3590

Jeff Thedens
425-481-6406

Saturday’ September 21 B Donna Veveris
Noon ~ $12.00 206-546-4251

Cyndy Wesley collects the tabs for the kidney dialysis center. I just take
the cans and do not remove the tabs.

. WE ARE HERE TO SERVE YOU!
Lunch and Fashion Show CALL US FOR ANYTHING!

We will have a very enchanting time.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Blessing of the Pets
Teddy Bears also welcome
Sunday October 6" @ 10:15am

worship, The Lord’s Supper, and a time of Blessing

Please invite your friends and neighbors for
what promises to be a fun and spirit filled event.

PLEASE NOTE: In consideration of other peoples pets please have your pet on a leash or in an

We invite you and your pet(s) to attend our entire worship service together.
The service will last no more than an hour and will include a brief order of

appropriate cage or carrier. If you have a difficult pet and are not sure if you should bring your pet, please
contact Pastor Malcolm. You can bring a picture of that pet or | will be happy to come to your home and

do the blessing there.

Annual Candle Lighting Service for Men-
tal lliness

Sunday October 13, 2012

Bethany of the NW Sunday
Sunday October 20"

We are a partner and sponsoring congregation of Bethany of the Northwest. On Sunday October 20
we will be celebrating our relationship with this ministry. Bethany has several locations in the
Everett area providing a variety of services, in a variety of settings.

We wel come Pr . Rod Vereb, (Bethany's Director of
for this day. He will be also be available during our fellowship time following the 10:15 Worship
Service to share information and answer and questions you may have. Come and learn more about
this outreach ministry we sponsor every year with our congregational Benevolence

Spiritua

Reformation Sunday 0 Oct 27 th
Remember the color of the day is RED
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Transitions
by the Rev. Kirby Unti, Bishop Elect

| will never forget June 30, 2013. It began with a call from my older brother

Dan informing me what we had long been praying for, “Kirby, mom crossed
over.” It was his way of letting me know of my mother’s death. While it was

a very sad call to receive it also came as gift having watched dementia take
over my mother’s life.

The call came a little after 8 a.m. | would have been at my mother’s side had
it not been for the fact that Kim and | were about to walk out the door to be present for our final
Sunday at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church (SMLC). We discussed on the way how to share with
the people my mother’s death without taking away from the wonderful celebration they had in
store.

It wasn’t an easy announcement to make as | was still struggling to accept the truth. But | knew the
timing was one last gift from my mother. It was mom’s way of setting me free from worrying about
her throughout the day. So, | said, “This is my mother’s way of saying to me, “Kirby it's not about
the past. You show up and remind God’s people, it's about the future.”

It was a timely message that | needed to hear, as well as the good people of SMLC. And how
uncanny that the chosen text for my last Sunday was, “Let the dead bury their own dead. You go
and proclaim the Kingdom of God. (Luke 9:60)

These words are also timely words for the churches of the Northwest Washington Synod. | am
convinced that the Lutheran Church is in a time of transition. We need to let go of the past as we
have always known it. “See | am doing a new thing. Now it springs forward. Do you perceive it?”
Isaiah 43:19

| look forward to wrestling with you about how you perceive what God is up to in the Northwest.
What is God up to in your workplace? What is God up to in your community?

What is it that we have to give up, leave behind, and move past so that we can follow Jesus? “Let
the dead bury the dead,” can be very harsh words but they can also be very freeing.

| thank God for my mother. It was from my mother that | first learned of Jesus’ love. She was a
good mom whose greatest joy was her three sons. | thank God for the 33 years my family was
blessed with at SMLC. And, | thank God for the opportunity to serve the church in a new way,
trusting that God will use the past that has shaped me to serve the now and future Northwest
Washington Synod.

Thank you for the trust you have invested in me and for the partnership we now share.

The installation of Bishop Kirby Unti will be held at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 15, at Saint
Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral, 1245 Tenth Ave. East, Seattle 98102. (206.323.0300;
www.saintmarks.org) Unti will be installed by ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson.
All are welcome.
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